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INTENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT 

Intent – Why do we teach this? 
 
Geography is at the very core of the curriculum at Croft Church of England Primary School. It is designed to inspire children ’s 
curiosity and interest to explore the world that we live in and its people, which aims to ignite a lifelong love of learning.   

The geography curriculum enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferrable to other curriculum areas. 
Geography is an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. At Croft Church of 
England Primary School our intent, when teaching geography, is to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world 
and people within it; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 

Implementation – What do we teach? What does this look like? 
 
We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge 
are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. 

It is important that children develop the skills of a geographer by fully immersing them in all areas of the subject. . Through high 
quality teaching, we develop the following essential characteristics of geographers: 

• An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like, both in Britain and the wider world. 
• A comprehensive understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected. 

• An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary. 

• Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills, as well as effective presentation 
techniques. 

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings. 

• Excellent fieldwork skills as well as other geographical aptitudes and techniques. 

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current issues 
in society and the environment. 

• A genuine interest in the subject and a real sense of curiosity about the world and the people who live here. 
 
 
 

Impact – What will this look like? 
 
By the time children leave Croft Church of England Primary school they will: 

• Have an excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like. 

• Have an excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how much 
human and physical environments are interrelated. 

• Have an extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary. 

• Be fluent in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use effective analytical and 
presentational techniques. 

• Have the ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain findings. 

• Have a passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the world and the 
people who live there. 

• Have the ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current 
and contemporary issues in society and the environment. 
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Golden Threads 

Themes throughout Geography 

Mapping – Natural Environment – Settlements – Trade – Climate & Weather – Local Area (Human & Physical) 

Why these themes? 

Mapping – helps us understand our world better by showing us different places, routes, and landmarks. 

Learning about maps is very important for becoming good geographers. Maps can be simple or complex and 
are used for many different purposes. In nursery and reception, we start by looking at simple plans. As you 
grow, you learn about more detailed maps, like OS maps. Understanding maps includes orientating them, 
following routes, and finding specific landmarks and locations. You will also learn to use maps with aerial 

photographs and digital mapping tools to be ready for life in modern Britain. 

Natural Environment – is everything around us that hasn't been made by humans. 

Our world is full of amazing things that have existed and changed over time, even before humans were around! 
You will learn to explore the natural world around you, including the materials the Earth produces and the 
physical processes that create hills, mountains, and volcanoes. You will learn about the different types of life that 
have evolved in various biomes and habitats. There are connections with science, like how humans use natural 

resources, but it's also important to understand how nature affects us and the world. We should investigate how as humans we 
have changed the natural environment in our local areas and understand the differences between villages, towns, cities, and rural 
and urban areas. 

Settlements – are places where people live, like villages, towns, and cities. 

Settlements need physical resources like water, food, and shelter to grow. Settlements are all around us and keep 
getting bigger. Towns and cities often expand by taking in smaller towns and villages. Some places in the world 
have stayed small. You will explore the cultural, economic, and political reasons behind where settlements are 

located and why they grow. Technology has also played a big role in changing our landscape, helping settlements to grow, 
develop, and expand. 

 

 

Trade – is when people or countries buy, sell, or exchange goods and services with each other 

Trade started with people exchanging goods and later grew to include trade between countries. Trade has 
played a big role in both causing and preventing conflicts throughout history. Today, we often take trade for 
granted, but it's important to know that it is still used as a tool to help countries get what they want. You will 
explore what ‘Fairtrade’ means and why this is important. 

Climate & Weather – Climate is the usual weather conditions in a place over a long period of time and Weather 
can change from day to day and includes things like sunshine, rain, wind, and snow. 

Climate and Weather affect everything, like where we live, what we do, and how we do it. You will learn about 
amazing physical processes in our world, such as the water cycle, how tectonic plates create mountains, and the 
different biomes that exist. You will also learn about Climate Change as this is happening all over the world and 

directly impacts our weather, tourism, trade, economy, and political discussions. We will explore how we can make sustainabil ity a 
part of our everyday lives to help protect our planet. 
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Local Area (Human & Physical) – Exploring Our Local Area! 

Our world is full of geographical features, both human (made by people) and physical (natural), and children get 
to explore them. This exploration starts in nursery by looking at what is right on our doorstep and continues 
throughout school, exploring the school grounds and our local area. You will learn to compare the human and 
physical features of places like Croft and Leicester and see how they have changed over time and make broader 

comparisons with other locations, landmarks, and geographical features around the world. 
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Long Term Plans 

History LTP  Cycle A 2024 - 2025 

Year group 
and Term 

Autumn Spring  Summer  

Reception  How and What do we celebrate? What is a map? 

  

Yr 1/2 How different would my life be if I lived in Kenya?  What goes on at an Airport and a train station? Why do we recycle? 

Yr 3/4 How are rivers formed? 
Why do so many British people go to the 

Mediterranean for their holidays? 
What are biomes and how are they created? 

Yr5/6 How do maps help us to find our way around? 
Why is climate change such an important topic? 

 
Why has Britain been an attractive place to live for many 

who were not born there? 

Cycle B 2025 - 2026 

Year group 
and Term 

Autumn Spring  Summer  

Reception  How and What do we celebrate? What is a map? 

Yr 1/2 What do I know about the UK Why do we like to be beside the seaside? 
Whay are some places in the world always hot and 

others always cold? 

Yr 3/4 What are the unique features of the UK? How do we energise our homes and country?  
How are mountains formed and what causes an 

earthquake, tsunami or volcano? 

Yr5/6 
What do we know about North America and what are its 

main geographical features? 
 

What is ‘Fairtrade’ and why should it matter to us?  

 

 

 

Progression of Skills 
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SEND IN GEOGRAPHY 

Ambition – What are we aiming for children with SENs to achieve in this subject?  Access – What amendments are made to the subject in order to help children with SENs to 
achieve? 

We need to be ambitious about what our children with SEN can achieve and not believe 
their ability is ‘fixed’ for every subject. Yes, we should take into consideration their barriers 
to learning but we shouldn't let these limit their opportunities - just because they find 
reading difficult, it doesn't mean that they won’t be able to interpret Ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphics or read a map. 

• A progressive and sequences - revisiting the vocab and keys facts previously 
learnt. This will give children with SEN more time and opportunities to Know the 
concepts and vital knowledge they need to access the learning.  

• Visual word maps - Create a visual word mat for your children with SEN. These 
can be used to pre-teach new vocabulary prior to the lesson, to help children 
visualise the concepts they are using in class and to help with spelling and writing 
activities. You could give these children the challenge of learning the meaning of a 
small number of words and test them throughout the week.  

• Check in - For children with SEN, a Geography/geography lesson can be 
overwhelming with all the new information they are given as well as trying to 
comprehend ideas that may be very alien to them. Try to spend a few minutes 
with these children, discussing what they do Know and explaining any language, 
facts or ideas they are finding challenging.   

• Working walls - Have vocabulary, images and facts displayed on working walls and 
refer to these regularly. Encourage children with SEN to use these if they are 
unsure in lessons. 
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Ambition and Access in Geography for pupils with SEND 

To make geography lessons inclusive, teachers need to anticipate what barriers to taking part and learning particular activit ies, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for pupils with particular 
SEN and/or disabilities. So in your planning you need to consider ways of minimising or reducing those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. In some activities, pupils with SEN 
and/or disabilities will be able to take part in the same way as their peers. In others, some modifications or adjustments will need to be made to include everyone. For some activities, you may 
need to provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities, so that they can work towards the same lesson objectives as their peers, but in a different way − eg using a video 
camera to capture activity on a field trip rather than navigating inaccessible areas. 
Occasionally, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will have to work on different activities, or towards different objectives,  from their peers. 
 

Create an Inclusive Environment for Geography:  Ambition – What are we aiming for children with SEND to achieve in this subject?    

 

• There should be a range of sources to meet the needs of all children in each 

class.  These will be well organised and all children will be taught how to navigate these  

• Modelled, shared and peer talk is important to the understanding of what is being 

taught 

• Ensure that the physical environment, resources and the displayed print are 

accessible to learners.  Use a dyslexia friendly font or handwriting, ensuring that it is 

appropriately sized.  

• Teachers consider how words can be organised to support learners, e.g. using 

different colour backgrounds for different word classes, or organising words in 

alphabetical order.  

• Topic-related vocabulary that has been taught is displayed on a working wall – 

these will support children with both understanding and writing these words.  

• Hearing texts beyond their fluency level ensures that children are having 

opportunities to extend their vocabulary.  This can also free up working memory.  

• Use drama and role-play activities to enable children to explore concepts in 

Geography through first-hand experience thereby deepening their understanding. 

Drama and role-play also provide engaging activities which are accessible to all learners.  

By the time children leave Croft, they are able understand key aspects of Geography 

(including location and place knowledge as well as human and physical geography) 

• Neurological: Geography helps to develop children’s brains and increases their memory 

function.  

• Educational: children will access text-based learning across all subjects this also 

improves attention spans and can lead to better concentration.  

• Psychological: Geography helps children to develop a greater understanding of the 

world around them, human nature and decision-making.  

• Socially: Geography helps to develop a better understanding of cultures and 

community.  

• Linguistics: children develop a rich vocabulary, correct grammar, improved writing, 

improved spelling and articulate verbal communication. 
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Access – What amendments are made to the subject in order to help children with SEND to achieve? 

 

How can we support learners who struggle with comprehending texts (including 

vocabulary, reasoning, and print-concepts)?  

• Practise deepening comprehension of shorter extracts of the text, e.g., looking closely at 

small chunks such as sentences or paragraphs to discuss.  

• Discuss Geography at smaller intervals, e.g., after each sentence or paragraph, rather 

than at the end of a longer section; looking for inferences and information related to 

broader Geographical ideas. 

• Giving children opportunities for talk to deepen their understanding as they will be able 

to give greater attention to the meaning.   

• Support learners with understanding and retaining new vocabulary by pre-teaching new 

words prior to teaching   

• Use drama and role-play activities to enable learners to explore the meaning through 

first-hand experience thereby deepening their understanding. Drama and role-play also 

provide engaging activities which are accessible to all children. 

• Ideas to support learners with visual scaffolds include: summarising ideas in pictures, 

modifying visual sources to show changes, comparing visual sources from different areas, 

explaining patterns in graphs, using visual timelines, use or presenting information in 

tables or diagrams, rather than unbroken text, storyboarding text etc.  

• Use pictures and symbols to illustrate abstract, new or geographical concepts to 

enhance curriculum access for pupils with learning difficulties. Symbols may need to be 

provided. 

How can we support learners who struggle with attention?  

• Wherever possible and practical, allow the child choice in the Geographical material, e.g., 

choosing from a range of sources, activities, ways to present   

• Use props or guides to support children to focus on following the print in the text in front 

of them. This could be a lolly stick, cardboard pointing finger or a ruler.  

• For younger children, using images or objects can support with maintaining attention, as 

well as deepening understanding.   

• Where Geography sessions are required to be longer, plan for regular movement breaks.   

 

How can we support learners who struggle with change and transition? 

 

• In advance of the lesson, discuss with children what they will be learning/doing in the 

Geography lesson; make real life connections or connections with places they have 

already studied. 

• Always begin the lesson with a ‘safe’ activity – this could be discussing a previous session 

that the learner feels confident with and can be successful with. 

• Have a clear teach-practise-apply model to Geography lessons and ensure that lessons 

always follow this structure; children with SEN will feel more confident if there is a 

familiar routine to lessons. 
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Topic Specific / Content Vocabulary 

Specific technical vocabulary should be taught relating to individual topics and the specific areas of geography that are taught across each year group. 

 • The vocabulary will largely only be taught within that topic as it is context-specific but may be revisited through retrieval activities and in subsequent years.  

• Specific technical vocabulary should be learned and built upon year on year.  

• Key vocabulary is highlighted in bold. Additional vocabulary is set out underneath. This is vocabulary that the children are likely to experience as part of each geography topic. 
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RESOURCES AND WEBSITES 

 

Geographical Association - https://www.geography.org.uk/ 

https://maps.nls.uk/os/ ordnance survey maps online 

https://www.mapchart.net/index.html 

Ofsted Research review series: geography - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3447 an interactive website where children can label counties/ cities of UK  

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-skills 

 

First News Newspapers (Online and Hardcopy)- www.firstnews.co.uk Each newspaper focusses on issues that are happening around 

the world and communicates current issues. Page 6- Home News (The UK) Page 8- World News  

https://digimap.edina.ac.uk   An online resource that will aid the development of map reading.  

Newsround A child friendly way to report and discuss current issues. https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround  

BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

Ducksters https://www.ducksters.com/geography/  

Prime VR Prime VR are a company that will visit school and use virtual reality to further children’s geographical knowledge e .g polar 

regions/ Climate Change etc. https://www.primevr.co.uk/ 

School Clock Display As much as possible, refer to the clocks displayed in the hall, which display the times of countries from different 

time zones. 

Teaching Primary Geography by Stephen Scoffham and Paula Owens (Bloomsbury, 2017)  

https://www.bloomsburyonlineresources.com/bcb-teaching-primary-geography/ 

 

https://www.geography.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/os/
https://www.mapchart.net/index.html
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3447
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-skills
http://www.firstnews.co.uk/
https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.ducksters.com/geography/
https://www.primevr.co.uk/
https://www.bloomsburyonlineresources.com/bcb-teaching-primary-geography/

